181 HAWLEY, Daniel. HAWLEY'S MILLENNIUM; Declaring the Restoration of the
Hebrews into the Holy Land; And Many Infallible Proofs of the Prophetical Doctrine;
And of the Divinity, Doctrine, and Passions, of Jesus Christ the Mediator, and of the
Apostles: And Containing the Principles of a Perpetual Self-Moving Engine. By Daniel
Hawley, Author of the Federal Calculator. New-York: Printed and Sold for the
Author, by George Forman, No. 201, Fulton-Street, 1818.
14½ cm. [3 (frontispiece, title and "Recommendation")] ff.; [7]-158 pp. Recommendation text
dated Carmel, Putnam County, New York, November 24, 1815, signed in type by Deacons Enoch
Crosby and David Traves (verso of recommendation leaf blank). The copy examined lacked the
frontispiece, which is a charmingly primitive woodcut of an angel flying over the earth (a simple
sphere of seas and continents with buildings and people sticking out from the surface all the way
around). The copy examined bore an 1838 ownership inscription of one John Parmilee, likely the
original subscriber of that name listed from Newcastle, Westchester County, New York. A
portion of one page margin had been torn away with the loss of a few letters of some words
(a copy of which was kindly supplied to me in 1989 by Hebrew Union College).
NUC and OCLC show no other edition. OCLC locates only the copy examined (now at Brigham
Young University Library, which gives the height and collation thus: "[1] leaf, [iv], 158 p., [1] leaf;
15 cm."). NUC locates only the copy in Cincinnati (below) and AI 44286 shows only the copy at
Worcester. This book was privately printed at the author's expense, with a view to giving "many
of them to the poor . . . ," p. 125. Pp. 153-58 list the names of 368 subscribers in Putnam and
Westchester Counties, New York. LOCATIONS:
American Antiquarian Society (Worcester,
Massachusetts); Hebrew Union College (Cincinnati); Brigham Young University.
OVERVIEW:

Daniel Hawley, from New York State - and a few years before Joseph
Smith - claimed fervently to have seen deity and other celestial beings a number
of times. He recorded the very words spoken to him by both the Father and the
Son. He published a book of original revelations which he claimed had been
foreseen by ancient prophets for the latter days, presented as forthrightly and
literally as any which would later be offered by Joseph Smith.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Let the trees clap their hands,
and the fishes of the seas rejoice in the waters, and the
fowls of the air lift up their melodious notes and sing, . . . for strong is the Lord . . .
—a psalm of Daniel Hawley, Chapter VI:36 (p. 45; see Isaiah 55:12, Psalm 104:12 and Revelation 18:8).

In early 1989, Ernest Strack of Grandpa's Books in Provo, Utah showed up at my
door in Syracuse, New York with a box of fascinating books which he had
combed out of Northeastern bookshops and which he felt should come my way.
Among the most important was Hawley's Millennium, a rare title of which I had
never heard. Ernest's left jaw was badly swollen from the cancer which would
ultimately take his life on February 13, 1990, and it is a tribute not only to his
guileless life and love of history, but also his spirit of perseverance under
horrible difficulty that we are able to benefit from the book considered here.
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THIS BOOK is a curious and highly intriguing Mormon parallel source, based
upon visions of God, with literal revelations printed in chapter and verse. This
publication claims to be the very book prophesied in Revelation 10:1-2 ("And I
saw another mighty angel come down from heaven . . . And he had in his hand a
little book open . . ."). The author further declares that the "ensign for the
nations" leading to the gathering of the Jews is none other than the revelation of
"the engine of the Lord," namely, a perpetual motion machine which Hawley
saw in vision in 1817 and which he describes and tries to promote here.
When Daniel Hawley was about twenty-four years old
(ca. 1794), he heard his father and a certain gentleman
discuss the principle of perpetual motion, with the
conclusion that no one could discover how to implement it.
The young man became obsessed with the problem.
Meanwhile, he worked as a school teacher and in 1803
prepared an American adaptation of Thomas Dilworth's
School Master's Assistant (MP 117) as The Federal Calculator, of which OCLC shows
a number of editions, 1803-32. "And the Almighty powers of heaven and earth
influenced me to believe that I should in process of time, be the instrument to
make known to man the perpetual principle." (p. 132). Hawley spent some fifty
dollars per year in his experiments. Local ruffians broke into his premises
several times, ". . . and took away many of my wheels and materials . . . ," p. 133.
ILLUSTRATION ABOVE: Hawley's "Engine of the Lord" (woodcut measuring
approximately one inch square, p. 143).
Over the years, reports Hawley,
the expences increased, and I was surely accompanied with celestial beings at
different times; and in the year eighteen hundred and fourteen, I saw the glory
of God many times, which I acknowledge for his own glory. And although I
may be slain for these things, I heard and saw the perpetual wheel, the selfmoving engine, in operation; and these things were done in the air, and in the
house of my abode, both by day and by night. And the noise of the perpetual
wheel was very loud, which continued about twelve days and nights, at different
times, and which was accompanied with pleasant and delightful singing. And
immediately after these things, I saw evil spirits of divination, at different times,
and heard their awful voices of articulate sounds of mockery: and I resisted
them by calling upon the Almighty Father, and the only Son, in the name of the
Holy Trinity. [pp. 133-34].

We have here a man from New York State who, a few years before Joseph Smith,
claimed to have seen God a number of times and who recorded revelations in the
very words of both the Father and the Son. In addition, he claimed to have
concrete manifestations of his calling, in the form of a book of revelations and an
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invention answering a previously unsolved problem - both of which Hawley
claimed were foreseen by the ancient prophets for the latter days. The bulk of
this book (pp. 7-129) is comprised (but for a few biblical quotations) of original
revelations presented as forthrightly and literally as any which would be offered
later by Joseph Smith. The excerpts quoted below display a sense of authority
and conviction of calling, sometimes in language similar to the Book of Moses,
with which Mormons may readily identify.

Pages from Hawley's revelations, 1818, and those of Joseph Smith. At right, A Book of
Commandments . . . , Zion [Independence, Missouri]: Published by W. W. Phelps & co., 1833.

Like many other millenarian writers of his day, Hawley related the prophecies of
the Old and New Testaments to political events then current or anticipated.
Napoleon's invasion of Russia coincides with Hawley's first vision, for example,
and Hawley imagines Napoleon to be a major instrument in the fulfillment of
scripture prophecy. As the title of this book suggests, however, Hawley's great
and overbearing preoccupation (through the revelation of the engine of the Lord)
was the gathering and return of the Jews. According to his calculations, the year
1863 would be important to that event, along with the years 1878 and 1908. The
final important year leading to the millennium, according to Hawley, would be
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1952; it is interesting to note that the formation of the State of Israel took place
only four years before that date. Here, now, are some of the many revelations
and declarations of this unusual man:
Chapter II:
In the year that Bonaparte invaded Russia, and the great city Moscow was burnt
with fire [1812], I saw the glory of the Lord of nations, who descended from
beyond the skies, and the lofty one from the heavens above. The skies were
lightened with his glory, the earth was full of his praise, and the nations were
shaken with the voice of his power. [p. 13 and v. 11 end] Whose appearance was
like devouring fire, whose voice exceeded the roaring of many waters, and the
sounding of the clearest trumpet. Saying, make my name known among my
people, and proclaim my glory among the heathen. For the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of my glory, as the waters cover the channels of the great deep.
When I saw, I trembled, when I heard, I fainted, that my life might be given me
for a prey in the day of the Lord's majesty, and in the time of his visitation.
[pp. 13-14; vv. 10-15]

Chapter III:
In the year of our Lord the Redeemer, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen,
at the commencement of the month of June, I saw at noon-day, the glory of him
that sitteth on the glorious throne in heaven, whose appearance was like gold
when burning in the furnace. Whose countenance exceeded the shining sun's
light, whose head was enclosed in a cloud of wavering fire surrounded with a
rainbow, and billows of wavering fire were at his feet. . . . [p. 15 ends] . . . Thus
saith the high and lofty one, the Lord, the God of nations; . . . Ye Presidents or
Kings, Rulers or Princes, Embassadors and Nobles, that have the privilege of
opening the two golden leaved gates that leadeth into the gospel's dispensation;
Establish such armistices with your enemies, that will lead all nations [p. 16
ends] . . . to definitive treaties of universal peace. Then will the Jews, and the
heathen, together with the christians, accede with your examples in the
publication of the everlasting gospel . . . And with the liberal powers of wealth,
the strength of allied armies, the perseverance of faith, the sword and thunder of
war, shall re-establish my chosen people next to my glorious throne. . . . [p. 17
ends] . . . Thus saith the Almighty High and Lofty One, the Lord the God of
nations, to the children of the promise; and such is the language of the scripture
of truth. To what can you compare your God . . . [p. 18 ends] . . . But my
Almighty power comprehends all things: I measure the immensity of the
firmament with my all-seeing eye; weigh the worlds in the scales of my power,
and the inhabitants live on the power of my strength—the heavens and the earth
are full of my power and glory. I am the Almighty God, in union with my
beloved Son, and the Holy Ghost, and there is none else. . . . [p. 19 ends]
.....
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Verily, I the Son of God, and the Son of man, will frustrate the stratagems of
you[r] enemies; the constellations of the heavens shall be moved . . . And the
mountain of my sanctuary shall be established in the top of the mountains. . . .
[p. 22 ends] . . . Awake, awake, arise, lift up the gospel banner among the nations
. . . [pp. 15-19, 22-23; vv. 1-3, 7-11, 17-18, 20-21, 37, 39, 41]

Chapter IV:
THE Almighty God, who turns the shining suns on their axis, and moves them
back to their respective places, his Almighty power moves the worlds round
about the suns. His all-powerful hand confines the moons in their orbits with the
worlds, and rolls all the worlds toward their respective suns. Who comprehends
all things in the power of his hands, and measures the immensity of his
firmament with his all-seeing eye, and weighs the worlds in the scales of his
power. [p. 24 and v. 3 end] And the inhabitants he holds in the balance of his
strength, whose majesty and magnificence are seen in the suns, and the worlds in
the firmament speak of his glory, and their invariable movements speak of his
power. I beseech thee look down thou Almighty inhabitant of eternity; thou
who hast created me not for a King nor Priest, but an instrument made by thine
Almighty hand, to renew thine ancient covenant with thy people, and for a sign
spoken of by thy prophets of old. Deliver me from the body of death while in the
flesh, for I saw thy glory, heard thy voice, and was afraid: I pray thee pardon the
transgressions of my youth. [pp. 24-25; vv.1-6]

Chapter VII:
["the Deity"] Who sitteth his feet upon the orb of the earth, and with his finger he
toucheth the orbits that surround the constellations of the heavens, and filleth the
immensity of this space with his glory, and spreadeth out the heavens as a
curtain, and causeth the worlds to move, and accomplisheth his great designs
upon the earth. In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
seventeen, . . . According to the words of the Lord which he spake by the
prophets, . . . [p. 47 ends]
It pleased the Lord, the holy one, to disclose his power to man; I saw plainly
with the eyes of the spirit, the perpetual engine of the Lord, the holy one, and the
principle of which it is composed, and the house of my abode was soon shaken
with a terrible voice, as it were an earthquake, and the windows were darkened
at noon day, by the power of the prince of the lowest regions of darkness; and
such things were done more than once or twice. . . . [p. 49 ends] . . . Unto him
that is an atheist; unto him that is unrighteous, and unto him that will be unholy,
and testifieth against the things which are written in this book . . . Surely I come
quickly . . . and they shall call upon the mountains and rocks to fall upon them,
and cover them from the [p. 50 ends] face of him that sitteth on the throne . . .
[pp. 47, 49-51; vv. 4-6, 11, 14-15]
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Chapter VIII:
By faith, Abraham and Moses and the prophets, obtained the promise of Christ
for another high priest, after the order of Melcisedec [sic]. And for a Mediator of
a new covenant, who was from the tribe of Judah, of which tribe Moses spake
nothing concerning priesthood. . . . [p. 56 ends] . . . But the priesthood being
changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law . . . the law
concerning Levitical priesthood is vanished away. . . . [p. 57 ends] . . . If therefore
perfection were by the Levitical law, what further need was there that Christ
should preach after the order of Melchisedec . . . ? . . . [p. 58 ends] . . . the
Levitical law, and the first covenant, and the Mosaic dispensation . . . were not
the express image of the good things before ordained for the second covenant.
Therefore the children of Abraham shall receive the gospel's joyful sound
through the aid of the gentiles, according to the promise, . . . [pp. 56-59; vv. 1314, 16, 19, 21, 25-26]

Chapter XIV:
THUS saith the Redeemer, the Holy One, unto all nations, and people, and
tongues, that are the work of my Father's hands: come, and let us reason
together, concerning the vision of John, mine apostle and Revelator. . . .
[p. 90; v.1]
Moreover, as it is written in the fourth of Revelation; there is a door opened for
the millennium kingdom of Christ, which is the discovery of America, the
promulgation of the gospel in Europe, and in Asia, and in Africa, and in
America, and the ancient of days. [p. 93; v. 13]

Chapter XV:
Moreover as it is written in the tenth of Revelation; John saw another mighty
angel come down from heaven, with this [Hawley's] book in his hand, who set
his right foot upon the sea, or the Mahometan power, and his left foot on the
earth, or the Papal power. [p. 99; v. 9]
And he [John] heard the affirmation, that the declaration of the words of this
book, should be the cause of demonstrating John's Revelation before the
ignorant, and before many people, and before the heathen nations. [p. 100; v. 12.
The expressions "tenth of Revelation," above, and "fourth of Revelation" in
Chapter XIV correspond to a style of Hebraism described by Donald W. Parry as
vindicating the Book of Mormon (Parry, 174-75, "The number without the noun.")

Chapter XVI:
And the Papal power caused all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and
bond, to receive a mark of his ordinances, and to worship the image of Christ
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appointed by the beast, and to worship without having knowledge of Christ the
Lord; and not worship the Redeemer, the Holy One. [p. 104; v. 16]

Chapter XX:
These things were done by the Redeemer, the Mediator, the Holy One, that
sitteth at the right hand of the majesty, that sitteth on the glorious holy throne,
before the self-moving principle of the engine of the Lord of the heaven and the
earth, were [sic] known and confirmed by the people of Columbian America, the
late discovered wilderness. Where streams of living waters beginneth [sic] to
flow,* [* Isaiah XXXV] and where every man may worship God under his own
vine of the Lord, and under his own [p. 125 ends] fruit tree of our God; and
where, through the voice of the Lord, and by the power of our God, the principle
of the engine of the Lord, and the book of our God, shall both of them be known
together. Which will raise up righteousness, and lift up the banner upon the
mountains in the beauty of holiness, and exalt the voice upon the hills, and extol
the glory of kingdoms . . . The Almighty Jehovah spake of these things by the
prophets, that he would set up an ensign to the nations, and set up his standard
to the people, and give the Hebrews a sign; therefore he will remember the
ancient covenant, and confirm the modern covenant with the children of
Abraham, and justify all their righteous deeds. [p. 126 and v. 6 end] Wherefore,
John the Revelator, before the destruction of antichrist . . . saw this little book
open in the angel's hand,† [† Rev. X] that all righteous people may live by
righteous things, and lift up their eyes on high. [pp. 125-27; vv. 3-7]

Pages 131-52 of this book contain Hawley's brief autobiography and a
description (complete with the small woodcut diagram reproduced further
above) of the engine of the Lord and the principles upon which it will
undoubtedly work, Hawley believes, just as soon as he can obtain the necessary
lodestone and insulation materials. There follows an affidavit signed by
respectable citizens of Hawley's community of Carmel, New York verifying that
he is competent and dependable. Hawley seeks to build and copyright his
revealed invention, and he here delineates very carefully the extent of any
sponsoring engineers' potential royalty rights. He then asks the Jews to have this
book translated into many languages.
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